Kilnamanagh-Castleview Parish
eNewsletter – Christmas 2020

A Saviour Has Been
Born To Us…
He Is Christ The
Lord!

A Word of Welcome from Fr Michael…
Welcome to the Christmas Issue of our Parish eNewsletter!
What a journey it has been through the Covid-19 Pandemic so far!
And it looks like we may have a long way to go. But light is beginning
to appear on the horizon with the development of a Vaccine.
What an extraordinary and challenging year 2020 has been! We
couldn’t have imagined it this time last year. Never before have we
seen so much change or such rapid change. In many resects there is
no going back to where we were before.
It will take time for us to absorb and process and adjust to all the
change.
The feature that makes me most sad is not being able to meet people
properly, and in fact having to avoid meeting people in order to stay
safe.

Among the good things of the year is that it brought out our capacity for
resilience and generosity:
resilience in coping with the restrictions,
generosity in caring about others.
We have grown in our awareness of how interconnected and
interdependent we are. We have a new appreciation of the common
good.
We thank God for the benefits of technology, which helped ease the
burden of the year.
At Christmas we commemorate and celebrate the Birth of Jesus, who
came that we might have life, and have it to the full. (Jn 10:10).
He gave himself totally for us, leaving us an example of how to live life to
the full.
May we grow in our awareness that he is still with us through his Spirit,
to help us live fully, even with the restrictions of the Covid-19 Pandemic.
We can now today entrust ourselves to his care for he is with us for all
time.
I wish you and all your loved ones joy, health and happiness this
Christmas and throughout the New Year ahead 2021.
Nollaig Shona agus Athbhliain faoi mhaise dhaoibh go léir.
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. (Hb 13:8).

Fr Michael Murphy.

Christmas Timetable 2020

St Kevin’s Kilnamanagh
Monday 21st December
Daily Mass
10 am
Wednesday 23rd December
Daily Mass
10 am

SEASON OF CHRISTMAS
The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Thursday 24th December – Christmas Eve
Family Service
3 pm & 5 pm
Mass
9 pm Vigil
Friday 25th December – Christmas Day
Mass
10 am
Family Service
12 noon
Saturday 26th December – St Stephen’s Day
Mass
11 am
Online Only
Sunday 27th December – Feast of the Holy Family
Mass
10 am
Online Only
Friday 1st January – World Day of Peace
Daily Mass
10 am
Online Only
Sunday 3 January – Second Sunday of Christmas
Sunday Mass
10 am
Online Only
Wednesday 6 January – The Epiphany of the Lord
Mass
10 am
Online Only

Christmas Timetable 2020

St Kilian’s Castleview
Tuesday 22nd December
Daily Mass
10 am

SEASON OF CHRISTMAS
The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Thursday 24th December – Christmas Eve
Family Service
2 pm & 4 pm
Mass
6 pm Vigil
Friday 25th December – Christmas Day
Family Service
10 am
Mass
12 noon
Saturday 26th December – St Stephen’s Day
Mass
11 am
Online Only
Sunday 27th December – Feast of the Holy Family
Mass
10 am
Online Only
Friday 1st January – World Day of Peace
Daily Mass
10 am
Online Only
Sunday 3 January – Second Sunday of Christmas
Sunday Mass
10 am
Online Only
Wednesday 6 January – The Epiphany of the Lord
Mass
10 am
Online Only

Booking Is Essential
Due to government guidelines, and for the health & safety of all parishioners,
a booking system is in place for all Liturgies between
December 24th and December 25th.
Bookings can be made online via the Parish Website
www.kilnamanaghcastleview.com or by scanning the QR code below.
There are a limited number of bookings available for Masses from the Parish
Office for those that don’t have access to the internet.
Please call 01-4515570.
Please note: each Liturgy is limited to 50 people in attendance.

Financial Giving
Thanks to all who contribute to the 3 Collections at
Weekend Masses.
• Be aware that you can contribute electronically at
any time using the Donate facility on the Parish
Website.
• You could also contact the Parish Office to make an
arrangement to bring your Offerings to the church.
Sincere thanks to those who already do so.

Scripture for the Season of Christmas
Thursday 24th December
Christmas Eve
First Reading:
Isaiah 9: 1-7
Psalm:
95(96): 1-3, 11-13
Second Reading:
Titus 2:11-14
Gospel:
Luke 2: 1-14

‘Today in the town of
David a saviour has
been born to you;
He is Christ the Lord.’

Friday 25th December
Christmas Day
First Reading:
Isaiah 52: 7-10
Psalm:
97(98): 1-6
Second Reading:
Hebrews 1: 1-6
Gospel:
John 1: 1-18

‘All that came to be had
life in him
and that life was
the light of men,
a light that shines
in the dark,
a light that darkness
could not overpower.’

Saturday 26th December
St Stephen’s Day
First Reading:
Acts 6:8-10, 7: 54-59
Psalm:
30(31): 3-4,6,8,16-17
Gospel:
Matthew 10: 17-22

‘I can see heaven
thrown open’ he said
‘and the Son of Man
standing at the right
hand of God.’

Sunday 27th December
Feast of the Holy Family
First Reading:
Genesis 15: 1-6, 21:1-3
Psalm:
104(105):1-6,8-9
Second Reading:
Hebrews 11:8,11-12,17-19
Gospel:
Luke 2: 22-40

‘You see this child: he
is destined for the fall
and for the rising of
many in Israel…’

A Note from Natalie…
A few Friday nights ago, I was given the strict instructions that on Saturday
morning I was to ascend into the attic to begin bringing down the Christmas
decorations. This was the opening signals of the annual dance. I would ascend the
stairs and rummage through the multiplicity of boxes. “Which box do you want
down?” I would shout down through the hatch. “The brown one!” would be sent
back to me with a tone of irritation. They are all brown. As usual, everything
would be coming down from the attic. And so, the half hour trekking up and down
attic stairs, then house stairs began. As I tried not to trip going down the stairs
carrying an oversized and overfilled box, I told myself it was a good cardio
workout. All boxes deposited in the kitchen, the next steps in the dance would
begin. An inspection of the boxes would take place and the phrase “there’s
something missing” would be next. My protests would fall on deaf ears and I
would conclude with a sharp “well then you go into the attic yourself and look”.
The next phase of the dance would be the statements about everything coming
down from the attic but only roughly 40% of items being used.
“Well this year I want to go through everything and get rid of what I’m not
using so that’s why everything needs to come down this year”.
“You said that last year, and the year before that, and the year before that, and
the year before that….”
While all this happens, the oven is about to burst. The first batch of Christmas
puddings are in the oven. The sweet smell fills the air. Four more batches will
take their turn over the course of the weekend. The heat of the oven doesn’t help
the heat of the atmosphere over the decorations. The annual dance would
conclude with “don’t think about using that cooker. Eat in work or order a pizza
when you get home!”.
Without fail, we both get irritated and by the time the tree is lighting, we’ve
calmed ourselves. As I drove up the Belgard Road, I muttered to myself that this is
what happens every year, it’s never different and we never seem to learn. And
then it hit me. It was the first semblance of normality, or something familiar, that
we had experienced all year. In a year turned upside-down, in a year that seemed
void of logic and sense, the annual argument over the decorations was some-what
comforting. Covid, the restrictions and, the deep loss of 2020 went out the
window for a short time as we argued over the trivial. I think it’s probably the
case for many people this Christmas. After a gruelling year, a year when so much

was taken from us, we’ll reach out and ground ourselves for a little while in our
traditions, to that which we know. Amidst the continuous chaos and turbulence,
it will give us something to hold on to. Traditions vary from house-to-house. It
could be a tradition of arguing over the decorations. It might be a battle over who
gets to mix the contents for the pudding, and ultimately who gets to lick the
spoon! There could be a tradition of what gets eaten around the table on
Christmas day; what films do we watch together; when do you make the journey
around the area to look at Christmas lights, or a journey into town to view the
lights and displays.
But the ultimate grounding in tradition for us, is that of our faith. As Baptised
people, our faith traditions enfold us in the beauty of the Christmas story. We
celebrate the wonder of the Birth of Jesus every year and this year the familiarity
will give us a stability needed to keep going that little longer. Our faith can, and
does, give us that strength to keep going. Not just at Christmas but throughout the
year. As we follow the life of Jesus from birth to his Passion, Death and
Resurrection, his actions, words and strength in knowing what his future held
marks the path for us to follow today. It can often be a rocky road, but steady
ground is never far off. The restrictions on public worship has hampered our
communal worship of faith, but it hasn’t stopped us. For many people, including
myself, faith was what kept our heads above water when the going gets tough. If
you are feeling uncertain or a little disconnected, praying an Our Father or Hail
Mary will bring you back to the centre, back to ground.
As I write this, I have been reflecting for some days on the year that is on the cusp
of its end. Understandably, I find myself tired and a little wearied, especially with
new restrictions coming our way. This year has taken a lot: physically, mentally,
emotionally, spiritually. The power of that is not to be underestimated. Like many
of you, our family has an empty chair at the table this Christmas, too. But despite
it all, we must take pride in our resilience. We have made it to the end, battered
and bruised, but we have made it. A very wise friend once said, “Jesus spent 3
days in the tomb before His Resurrection. We may have to spend longer than 3
days in our darkness, but our faith assures us that our Resurrection is coming”.
We have spent longer than those 3 days in this tomb, but we know our
resurrection is coming. We have hope. We believe. We are people of faith.
Wishing you and all your loved ones continued safety and a very Merry
Christmas.

Natalie – Parish Catechist

Quote of the Month…
“And the Grinch, with his Grinch-feet ice cold in the snow,
stood puzzling and puzzling, how could it be so?
It came without ribbons. It came without tags.
It came without packages, boxes or bags.
And he puzzled and puzzled 'till his puzzler was sore.
Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn't before.
What if Christmas, he thought, doesn't come from a store.
What if Christmas, perhaps, means a little bit more.”

~ Dr Seuss
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